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CITY OF ROCKINGHAM — CLEANEST BEACH AWARD 

Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [5.28 pm]: Firstly, I congratulate all those who were involved in 
the refurbishment of this chamber. Being a cabinetmaker by trade, I have to say that I am very impressed by the 
workmanship of what I see in the woodwork. The smell of two-pack polyurethane takes me back to when I was 
on the factory floor. 

I am very proud to talk about an award that the City of Rockingham received last week—that is, the cleanest 
beach award, which was announced and presented by Hon Donna Faragher. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let the member take advantage of the same opportunity that you had to be heard in 
silence.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: This was organised by Keep Australia Beautiful and Surf Life Saving Western Australia. 
This award really emphasises that Rockingham is Western Australia’s premier aquatic playground and not the 
bogan capital of WA that is always mentioned by the media. Hopefully the South Metropolitan Region members 
in this chamber agree with me. It is a shame that a couple of journalists pick on a handful of people and then 
label and stereotype an entire area. It is unfair and in my opinion is completely unjustified; it is cheap lazy 
journalism.  

It has become very clear that cheap journalism does not always offer a fair assessment of what is happening in 
Rockingham. I will go through a few projects that the Barnett government is bringing to this part of the South 
Metropolitan Region. We are working on an extension to Mundijong Road, which will enable people to get off 
the freeway and connect at Dixon Road making it 10 minutes quicker to travel between Perth and the City of 
Rockingham. Two new marinas are on the horizon; one at Cape Peron in Mangles Bay — 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Acknowledging the interjection, I know Hon Lynn MacLaren is very passionate about 
that. 

The other marina is the Wanliss Street jetty development. Another project is the redevelopment of the 
Rockingham shopping centre where we have Hog’s Breath Cafe and Ace Cinemas; it is wonderful to see some 
life back in the city centre. The Barnett government is also working on the city centre revitalisation to connect 
the beachfront to the city centre. Kennedy Bay is going ahead at Port Kennedy, which I might add had been 
sitting in limbo since 1992; very little had been done until the Barnett government came to power. I can tell the 
house that a lot of the residents are impressed that they are finally getting a boat ramp facility because there has 
been very, very little in that area. It was recently announced that there will be $6 million for the Town of 
Kwinana to revitalise that town centre. 

Of course, winning the beach award makes Rockingham, in my opinion, one of the best beaches in Western 
Australia. I congratulate the Mayor of Rockingham and councillors and staff of the City of Rockingham who 
keep the beach to a very, very high standard. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: The Barnett government is bringing facilities and amenities into Rockingham, which I can 
say is not only good for Rockingham and for the South Metropolitan Region but also emphasises that the Barnett 
government is making Western Australia a better place to live. 
 


